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St. Augustine Historical Society and Institute of
Science inviting the Florida Historical Society to
hold its next annual meeting in Daytona Beach and
St. Augustine, respectively.
These invitations were received, with and
ordered filed.
On motion of Mr. Marchman, seconded by Mrs.
Ott, the minutes of this meeting were, thereupon,
approved.
Thereupon upon motion, duly made, seconded
and carried, the meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted
(Signed) : Herbert Lamson
Secretary
Approved :
Joshua C . Chase
President

.

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT

To the members of the Florida Historical Society,
and guests :

This meeting of the Society is the 36th since its
reorganization, and its 2nd under its new charter.
Your President has been a slacker during the
past year. He was absent from the State from the
first week in April to November 1. During this
period the affairs of the Society were ably looked
after and eared for by officers and directors. Their
reports will cover happenings, accomplishments,
and plans for the future. The Society is under
special obligation to :
Vice President Kathryn T. Abbey, whose efforts
secured for the Society Letter Book of Correspondence and Executive Orders of Governor John
Milton, for the years 1861-63. This was presented
by the Governor’s grandson, the Hon. W. H. Milton, of Marianna.
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Corresponding Secretary Watt Marchman, who
not only cataloged and indexed the Society’s valuable manuscripts, documents and other possessions
in Jacksonville, but also conducted a campaign for
new members.
Dr. A. J. Hanna, Chairman of the Program Committee, to whom we are indebted for today’s and
tomorrow’s entertainment ; also as Finance Committee Chairman, in the attempt to secure contributing memberships to the Society. The purpose of
this drive’ was to secure additional funds, which
were badly needed to improve the condition of the
Society’s library.
Before speaking about the last annual meeting
held in Palm Beach January 26, 1937, will those
present please rise and remain standing for a brief
period as a tribute to the memory of R t . Rev.
Nathaniel S. Thomas, who passed away on April 1,
1937. He was Director at Large and was instrumental in creating a greater interest in the work of
the Society on the lower east coast, and thru his
winning personality added many new members. A
resolution presented by Bishop Thomas, and passed
at the Palm Beach meeting, resulted in reaching
more people and forming local units in the following districts that are either organized fully or
partially :
(a) Organization of the Fourth Congressional
District of the Society.
(b) Palm Beach County Historical Association,
whose President is Hon. C. E. Chillingsworth.
(c) Polk County Historical Authority, created by
the Legislature of Florida through the, efforts
of Attorney Milton D. Wilson, of Bartow.
The main purpose of the authority is to authorize the recording in the County Clerk’s
office of all source material of value.
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(d) Attempted organization of Pinellas County
Historical Authority similar to the Polk
County Authority. Not passing the Legislature a unit organization of the Society
comparable to that of Palm Beach County
was proposed.
On March 2, 1937 your President attended a
meeting of the St. Augustine Restoration Committee. Elaborate reports were submitted and considered. Further research work was authorized.
Upon its conclusion it will be decided as to the
scope of the restoration undertaking. Absence in
Washington of Doctor Chatelain prevents his attendance today.
While in Philadelphia your President had the
pleasure of meeting Dr. Conyers Reed, Executive
Secretary of the American Historical Association
and Mr. Julian P. Boyd, Librarian of the Historical
Society of Pennsylvania. The question of membership fees was discussed. They were both of the
opinion that the charge should be sufficiently low
to put membership within reach of teachers and
students. They approve of the present plan of this
Society in its two classifications of members and
contributing members. A visit to the building of
the Historical Society of Pennsylvania is well worth
while. The building from the basement up is filled
with not only books and manuscripts, but also furniture and wearing apparel of the founders of
Philadelphia and Pennsylvania dating from the
time of William Penn. The City of Philadelphia
was then celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the
Adoption of the Constitution of the United States.
In one of the rooms of the Society’s Building there
was displayed the original manuscripts and resolutions that were presented at this Convention, together with portraits of many of the most prominent framers of the Constitution.
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In conclusion permit me to say that until the
Florida Historical Society has a building of its own,
amply endowed, we must continue to carry on in
the manner outlined by George R. Fairbanks, our
first President, that appears on the inside of the
front cover of each issue of the Florida Historical
Quarterly.
(s) Joshua C. Chase
President
*

*

*

REPORT OF THE TREASURER

Since the Treasurer maintains the membership
records of the Society, a statement of current memberships and membership gains and losses may well
precede the financial statement. The Society’s total membership is 640, distributed as follows: life
members, 3 ; honorary members, 1; contributing
members, 29 ; annual members, 559 ; institutional
members, 48. In addition, the Society exchanges its
Quarterly for the publications of 33 Societies and
institutions. Of the 636 members by whom annual
dues are paid, 110 are one month or more in arrears.
In compliance with a provision of the By-laws
adopted at the annual meeting held in Gainesville
in November, 1937, the Treasurer struck from the
membership rolls the names of all persons one year
or more in arrears. This resulted in a loss of 70
members during the year. The total membership
loss for the year was brought to 96 by the deaths
of 12 members and the resignations of 14. This
loss has more than been offset by the receipt of
156 new applications for membership, distributed
as follows : contributing members, 22 ; annual
members, 130; institutional members, 4. Three institutions were added to the exchange list and two
annual members became contributing members.
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